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princes, the Sforza at Milan, the Medici at Florence,
the popes Julius II. and Leo X. at Rome, the dukes of
Urbino, the princes of Ferrara, called to their courts
the savants, men of letters, painters, and lived with
them on familiar terms. Lorenzo de' Medici invited
the savants to his banquets, where they discussed phil-
osophy. Even the public was warmly interested in the
artists: when the poet Accolti delivered a public lec-
ture at Florence the people closed their shops in order
to go and hear him.

However, the artists, well-paid and honored as they
were, did not became enervated by this life, which was
so agreeable and so easy. Some of them wandered
from city to city in search of a protector; Machiavelli
lived miserably, Tasso was driven from his native city.
All of them ran the risk of being stabbed by a knife:
professional ruffians made it their business to assas-
sinate for whoever would pay them; there were then
no police in Italy, and not a day passed that some one
did not rid himself of one of his enemies by assassina-
tion. When Caesar Borgia had the body of his brother
thrown into the water, a fisherman witnessed the act;
he was asked why he had not been to apprise the court,
he answered that he had seen more than a hundred
bodies thrown in at the same place without any one
ever having been disturbed by it.

The life of the Italian artists was a life of festivity
and adventure, which stimulated the imagination and
kept the mind on the alert.